Little Staughton News – November 2018
From the Chair (Garry Folbigg)
Well here we are in November and the run up to
Christmas had begun the clocks have changed
and the nights are getting darker. Will we see a
winter to match our glorious summer?
This month’s meeting saw questions being raised
about the proposed parachute club at the airfield.
All I can tell you is after communications with the
BPA who pass off the site as fit to use any
decision has currently been delayed until they
know the full extent of the solar development. As
the airfield is a live airfield we cannot stop any of
their flying they do not need council permission as
with planning etc. so it will all come down to any
health and safety issues as to if it goes ahead or
not.
Broad band is still causing issues for many within
the village particularly from Gray’s Grove and
North of the village. When superfast broadband
was initially talked about and the fact that we here
in Little Staughton were going to get the service
many jumped to try and receive the service. When
the first installation went in I believe they only had
some 26 spare ports within the exchange unit near
the airfield and a good proportion of these new
faster broadband lines went to businesses on the
airfield. Only a few in Top End received the
service. The initial first phase was to roll out
superfast to all houses south of Gray’s Grove with
the Grove itself being a bone of contention as it
was split in two. Whilst the initial phase was being
undertaken dear old BT’s marketing team set
about the rest of the village with their sales patter
and guess what, low and behold people took them
up for something they could get but better still
were paying for something they couldn’t get.

The usual grumble at this time of year applies
please ensure all hedges, trees and shrubs that
overhang footpaths are cleared back for winter.
Last but not least thanks to all the dog walkers for
collecting the doggy deposits and placing them in
the poop bins, unfortunately we still are seeing dog
poo left around the footpaths in the village so if you
see it happening please either ask the dog owner
to pick it up or alternatively advise the Beds
Borough Council who will be pleased to come out
and issue a fine.

Beacon of Light
To mark the Centenary of the end of the First
World War, following the lighting of a beacon by
Her Majesty the Queen at 7pm on the 11
November 2018, some 1,000 beacons are
expected to be lit across the United Kingdom. It
has been decided that Little Staughton will join this
national tribute by lighting the village Beacon
shortly after 7pm on the 11 November.
All villagers are invited to attend the 'lighting' on
the Village Green (whatever the weather!) and to
join members of the Parish Council in the village
hall afterwards for a warming drink.
If further information is required do not hesitate to
contact me.
Clive Burchett
(01234 376969)

All Saints’ Church
Dear Friends

The fitting and supply of new faster lines is now
well in progress at the northern end of the village
with new additional supply and booster boxes
being fitted in and around the village. As a Parish
Council we do occasionally get to listen to and
speak directly with people dealing specifically with
broadband rollout through forum meetings so if
you have questions you would like to ask involving
the rollout e-mail them to our parish clerk and we
will try to get them answered. If your query is
anything other than the rollout of supply of these
lines you need to contact your service provider
directly.

As I write this the weather is beginning to change.
Autumn is upon us and we are coming to the end
of our harvest celebrations. I would like to thank all
those involved in all three churches for the
wonderful arrangements( the churches looked
fantastic), those involved in the music and those
involved in the harvest meals afterwards. Always a
wonderful time to celebrate God’s creation and
enjoy the friendship and fellowship that a meal
brings. I would also like to thank Maggie and Glen
Coiley for leading the worship and entertaining
with their puppets. Maggie and Glenn Coiley have
moved into Perry and on 27th October they are
licenced by Bishop Rowan Williams as Licenced
Lay Ministers for the Benefice. We are very
fortunate to have them as part of our ministry team
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and thank them for all they have done in the
churches already, and for all they are going to do.
As the nights draw in and we spend more time at
home with our families, the next three months help
us to focus on our lives. November is the time to
remember. We have ‘All Souls day’ when we
remember our loved ones who have died and then
we have ‘Remembrance Day’ when we remember
those who have served in past conflicts and have
paid the ultimate price. This year a hundred years
on from the end of World War One we think
particularly of those whose lives were affected by
the war , those that died and those that found
themselves changed by what they had
experienced. So, November a time to remember, a
time to look back at both the good and bad times
and try to learn from them.
Then we have December, a time of preparation
for Christmas, a time for family celebrations, a time
for office parties, a time to gather together in
Church a time of enjoying and living in the present.
January follows with its New Year’s resolutions,
promises to do better in the future, new regimes
and new plans. January is a time to look forward.
But let’s go back to November and the
celebrations to remember those who gave up so
much of their lives and let us give thanks, but also
when I look around our communities in these
villages , I know that I could say the same of
many, many people- some of them come to
Church, some of them don’t- who would do
anything to help their families, their friends ,
anyone who needs help. Where would we be
without such people?
Jesus too did not come into the world to be served
but to serve. He is ready to do anything for us,
even to the point of giving up his life for us. With
love and prayers. Revd Nicki Bland

Church Services
Little Staughton All Saints
Sun 4th 9 am Parish Communion( Patronal
Festival All Saints)

Church Lighting
During October All Saints’ church was kindly lit by
Paul Baigent for his wife Julie’s birthday. Barbara
Stewart sponsored the lighting for her family. The
rest of the month was covered by a generous
sponsor who prefers to remain anonymous. If you
would like to mark a special occasion or remember
someone by lighting the church contact Gill Shaw
on 376530. All we ask for is a minimum donation
of £10.

Friends of All Saints’ Church 200 Club
This month’s winners were as follows:1st prize £80 Clive Shaw (returned)
2nd prize £40 Cathy Wheeler
3rd prize £20 Kevin Foskett
4th prize £10 Peter and Zena Mossman
If you would like to join or would like further details,
please give a call on 376530, or email me at
clive50shaw@btinternet.com

Baptist Church
www.littlestaughtonbaptist.org.uk

Sunday Services (10.30am and 6.00 pm)
4 November am: Mr Graham Tolley
pm: Mr John Martin
11 November am: Rev Roger Watkins
pm: Mr Andrew Rome
18 November am and pm: Rev Mike Kendall
25 November am: Mr David Anderson
pm: Mr Graham Went

Midweek Meeting
Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm

Fellowship and Coffee Morning
Wednesday mornings at 10.00am
All welcome

Sun 11th 10.55 am Remembrance Service

Livewires

Sun 18th 9 am Parish Communion

Thursday evenings at 6.15pm - 7.15pm
for children aged 5 -11 years

Sun 2nd December 9.00am, Parish Communion
Sung Evensong at Great Staughton: Monday
26 November, 6.00pm - followed by a chance to
meet Father Justin from St Catharine’s Monastery
at the foot of Mount Sinai and hear about life there.

Village Hall
Afternoon Tea
The next meetings are 2.00 to 3.00 pm
•
•

16th November
14th December
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Come along for a natter and catch up over a
cup (or two) of tea or coffee. Please do join us for
only £1.00 per person. Everyone welcome

Christmas Dance
Saturday 1 December - Licensed Bar opens at
7.15pm, Dinner served at 8.00pm and then dance
the night away to the sounds of the popular local
band ‘Cellar V’. Tickets £15.00 - available
from Phil Benns 01234 376822, Paul Feneley
07932 739011, Brenda Foster 01234 376302,
Marion Davies 01234 376713 and all Committee
Members.

Curry Night
Thank you very much to everyone who supported
this event and helped raise much needed funds
towards replacing the Hall doors.

Village Hall Christmas Tea Party
The Village Hall Committee in conjunction with the
Friday Afternoon Tea Club would like to invite their
club members and any other villagers not working
on that day to a Christmas Tea Party.
This will be held on Friday 14th December
(2.00.pm. To 4.30.pm.).
Afternoon tea, sandwiches and cakes will be
served. This year a ukulele band will be
entertaining us. If you would like to come along,
please RSVP to Jan Sweatman - 01234 376606
( jansweatman@aol.com ) or let Carol know at The
Club. If transport is required, please let us know
and arrangements can be made. This is a nonprofit-making event and we hope to see as many
people as possible. This is open to all who live in
the village. Please come along and join in the fun.

Pub Quiz Dates
5th November, 19th November, 3rd December, 17th
December, 14th January, 28th January, 11th
February, 25th February, 11th March, 25th March.
All at the Crown starting at 8.30 pm.
Maximum of 6 people per team, £2pp – 50% to
cost of food and 50% to winning team. For more
information, please contact Duncan Brightman on
07931 567175.

Speed Watch
Some of you may have noticed that the village
MORELOCK Speed Indication Device (SID) has
been moved around the village over the last

month. The device appears to be having the
desired affect with most vehicles slowing down on
seeing their speed displayed in
RED. Unfortunately, the results of the last couple
of speed watch sessions indicate that a significant
number of drivers are unaware of their speed
elsewhere in the village!
Weather conditions forced us to cancel the Speed
Watch session planned for Spring Hill, however,
we were able to operate on 2 other dates:
On 28 Sep between 16:30 and 17:30 hrs at Top
End. Of a total of 62 vehicles heading South
through the village, 30 (48%) were detected
travelling at below 30mph, 21 (34%) at between 30
and 34mph, and 11 (18%) at 35 mph and above.
On 25 Oct 18 between 08:30 and 09:30 hrs at
Green End. Of a total of 34 vehicles heading East
through the village, 22 (65%) were detected
travelling at below 30mph, 8 (24%) at between 30
and 34mph, and 4 (12%) at 35 mph and above.
The high number of drivers ignoring the Speed
Limits through the village is disappointing,
particularly given the observed reactions to the
SID, and I have requested that the Police set up
Speed Traps over the next couple of months to
reinforce our ongoing efforts. In the meantime,
should you have any comments regarding our
Speed Watch activities do not hesitate to contact
me. Clive Burchett
(Little Staughton Speed Watch Coordinator)

Colmworth and Neighbours History
Society
For our October meeting Bob Ricketts gave us a
superb talk on Bedford and its River.
For this month’s talk on Friday, 16th November, we
stay with a Bedford theme. Mike Luke will talk on
archaeological findings from the Biddenham Loop
and the Northern Bypass excavations. The
Northern Bypass was opened a couple of years
ago and runs from Biddenham down into the valley
and up to Clapham Road on to the Sainsbury
roundabout. These findings give us a good insight
into the history of the area. The talk will be on
Friday, 16th November at 7.30 pm in Colmworth
Village Hall.
The Colmworth and Neighbours History Society is
producing a new magazine call “Then and Now”,
which includes black and white photographs of
buildings taken from the 1920s and colour
photographs of what these buildings look like
now. Some have been enlarged almost out of
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recognition, while other have almost
disappeared. We have examples from Colmworth,
Little Staughton, Bolnhurst, Thurleigh and
Ravensden. The booklet will be available from
mid-November at a cost of £5. An ideal Christmas
present! More details will appear in the December
Newsletter. Alan Woodward

100 Year First World War
anniversary coffee morning
Thank you to everyone who supported this event
and thanks to Nadine Sanderson and Marilyn
Clark for all their help. The proceeds will be added
to the money from the Poppy collection

BRCC Update from your JUST
ASK! Village Agent
This is a free and confidential service carried
out by DBS checked individuals and funded by
Bedford Borough Council
➢ Free purse bells to secure your purse
whilst out and about
➢ Free nightlights to help you navigate safely
around your home at night
➢ Free security timers to turn the lights on
when you are not at home
➢ Do you have forms that need filling in and
don’t know where to start?
➢ Would you benefit from a free security
check from the Police?
➢ For information and support on these
and any other issues, please JUST ASK!
Freephone: 0800 039 1234 Please leave
your full name, address and contact
number, we work part time and aim to
get back to you within 48 hours.

Neighbourhood Watch (NHW)
Hare coursing is a cruel and illegal activity and
unfortunately it is rife in this area. It causes
considerable damage as the culprits’ force their
way onto land driving across fields, through
hedgerows, breaking down gates and ruining
crops. This happens year on year. It has been
seen in our village very recently and I am grateful
to a local farmer for providing me with information.
4WD and UTEs are the most common vehicles,
very often older ones. At the Bolnhurst end of our

village, a Silver 4wd was seen recently along with
two, possibly Freelander type vehicles of dark
colour. A plump round-faced individual was seen
and of course they have Lurcher dogs. Be warned
– these people should NOT be approached – they
can be dangerous and often carry guns. Try to get
vehicle registration details but be cautious about
taking photos. If you see such suspicious activity
call 999 and give a very accurate description of the
location. If you know the farmer who owns the
land, please alert them too. Then, let your NHW
co-ordinator know.
A recent national survey “A Neighbourly Nation:
Through the Keyhole” came up with some
interesting facts.
Being Neighbourly – what people do:
• 63% have taken in parcels
• 54% have dropped off deliveries
• 51% say they are quiet and courteous
• 49% keep an eye on the property
• 38% think they are not nosey; the same amount
are courteous where they park their car • 31% of
UK homeowners and renters would go outside to
check all was okay if they hear an alarm
• 26% of people would look out of the window to
see where an alarm was coming from
Traits of a good neighbour:
- Good neighbours look out for each other, for
example keeping an eye on the house
- Good neighbours are sociable and friendly –
happy for a chat or a party invitation
- They’re practically helpful - from taking in
parcels to offering help with the plumbing
- They’re kind, caring and respectful – more
specifically thinking about the impact they have on
neighbours.
What can you do to be a better neighbour?
Increasingly we all lead busier lives, and while
often we think we are being good neighbours, how
well do we really know our neighbours? For those
who want to, taking a little extra time to build
meaningful relationships with those around us, can
help strengthen our communities and make them
safer places to live.
NHW: bringing communities together to reduce
crime and improve our neighbourhoods.
Cherry Protheroe, NHW Co-ordinator
Little Staughton.

4
Funded by a villager who loves to read the newsletter and keep up to date with all the local news.

Little Staughton News – November 2018
Diary Dates 2018
November 16th Friday Colmworth and
Neighbours History Society 7.30 pm in Colmworth
Village Hall.
November 21st Wednesday: PC meeting, Baptist
Chapel Meeting Room, 7.30 pm, any issues you
may wish to raise, please forward to The Clerk on
the MONDAY PRIOR to the meeting @
lspcclerk1@gmail.coml
December 1st Saturday : Village Hall Christmas
Dance
December 14th Friday: Over Sixties Tea Party
December 19th Wednesday: PC meeting, Baptist
Chapel Meeting Room, 7.30 pm, any issues you
may wish to raise, please forward to The Clerk on
the MONDAY PRIOR to the meeting @
lspcclerk1@gmai.com
All copy for the December 2018 issue to Vicki
Airs at No 10, Spring Hill or email
(vickiairs@aol.com)
by Tuesday 27th November 2018 Thank you.
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